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The icon-rich display 
of Odesta Helix 


Mincing Words With 
HaydemSpeller 

by Brian Jay Wu 

For the most part, I've been impressed with 
the products coming out of Hayden Software. 
Programs like Sargon, Music Works, and the 
DaVinci series of MacPaint drawings indicate 
that someone at Hayden certainly knows how 
to pick them. Those programs are well done 
and fun to use. That's why when I saw 
HaydemSpeller on the shelves of my local 
computer store, I bought it right away. 

I'm a Unix hack, and so I've always been 
enamored of simple-but-effective programs. 
HaydemSpeller fits the bill, with some 
exceptions. 

For a given text file, Speller presents the user 
with a list of words that seem misspelled. 
Besides plain text files, Speller is clever 
enough to read files generated by MacWrite, 
MacTerminal, and even Microsoft Word, 
though I couldn't verify that particular claim. 
However, I do know that version 1.0 of 
HaydemSpeller will not work properly with 
some of the latest beta-test versions of 
MacWrite. 


Does Your Mailing 
Label Say RENEW? 


If so, your subscription 
is about to EXPIRE! 

To avoid missing your next free issue of 
Semaphore Signal, renew IMMEDIATELY 
by filling out and returning the form for 
a free subscription on page 14! 


The last two digits of your mailing label code 
form the number of the last issue you'll receive. 


The primary dictionary provided by Hayden 
claims to have over 20,000 entries, "covering 
97% of the most frequently used words". 

After presenting any suspicious words not in 
the dictionary, Speller offers the user the 
chance to replace the word, or to accept the 
spelling as is, or to enter the spelling into a 
secondary user dictionary. That makes it 
possible to customize your own dictionary, 
adding words you use that aren't already 
saved there. 

The program is relatively quick, due to the 
heavily compressed format of the primary 
dictionary. However, an experiment indicated 
a surprising number of missing words, which 
could be a major stumbling block to using the 
program. 
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Filevision. 

The fine art of filing by pictures. 



Now with free pictures. 

Filevision is the only visual filing 
system for Macintosh™ And it produced 
some prize winning drawing files in our 
recent contest. Pictures, data and all. 

The winners fill several disks. With 
business, educational, and entertainment 
applications. But we can only send you one. 

Which is why you should call our Filevision 
Hotline at (800) 554-2469. In California, 
call (800) 368-3813. 

Well tell you which application 
templates you can get free, just by sending 
your Filevision registration card. And well 
tell you where to buy Filevision. Which 
you should have done already. 

Then you would already know 
why Filevision won honorable mention as 
“software product of the year” from the 
editors oilnfoWorld. 

Fortunately, you can still find out. 

And get prize winning drawing files to boot. 



SOFTWARE PRODUCTS 

Software for the real world. 


Macintosh is a trademark licensed to Apple Computer, Inc. Filevision is a trademark of Telos Software Products. Telos is a trademark of Telos Corporation. 





When I first got Speller, I did what any Unix 
hack would do, and that was to compare a 
Unix dictionary against the Speller dictionary. 
Out of 7,451 words (obtained from a public 
domain Macintosh hangman game), Speller was 
able to recognize only 2,590 words, leaving an 
outrageous sum of 4,861 unrecognized words. 
That isn't very close to 97%. I can see why 
the Hayden dictionary doesn't contain words 
like "argillaceous" or "coccidiosis", since no 
one living even knows what those words 
mean, let alone uses them. But words like 
"academia", "wrathful", and "bordello"? Most 
people know those words, and some even use 
them occasionally. 

While it is fairly easy to add one or two 
words to Speller's secondary dictionary, adding 
a large number of words en masse is much 
more difficult. Besides my Macintosh, I used 
two other computers and numerous uploads 
and downloads to get Speller to integrate my 
4,861 new words. It took me about five 
straight hours, though that figure is somewhat 
exaggerated, considering I stumbled several 
times. There were numerous "minor" 
differences between the three computer 
systems that caused difficulties in 
transferring files, so one can assume that 
with proper equipment and knowledge of the 
procedure, the time can be cut down at least 
by half, and probably even more. 

Speller allows two ways to enter a new word 
into the dictionary. For each separate new 
word that Speller finds, you can indicate that 
you wish to enter it (a slow process for 4,861 
words), or you can make a separate list and 
run it through a neat conversion program 
supplied. The conversion program allows a 
simple list of words to be "transformed" into 
a dictionary, and vice-versa, but Speller's 
main dictionary cannot be decoded. 

To supplement Hayden's main dictionary with 
the Unix dictionary, I first had to get Speller 
to identify the 2,590 words it already knew. 

But checking the total list of over 7,000 
words I had was difficult, because Speller has 
a limit of only 1,500 different words per 
check! So I had to split my list into individual 


pieces, and then run them through Speller 
separately. 

Speller can print the list of misspelled words, 
but cannot send the words to a disk file. 

That meant that if I wanted to have the 
computer automatically generate my custom 
secondary dictionary, I would have to capture 
the output going to the ImageWriter, which I 
did by connecting a second computer to the 
Macintosh printer port. That output was then 
uploaded to a third machine running Unix, 
which provided some convenient filtering tools 
for stripping out Imagewriter control codes, in 
order to convert the printer output into a 
simple ASCII list. I then downloaded the file 
back to the Mac, and finally saved it as a 
new secondary dictionary. 

The whole process wasn't exactly smooth, and 
five hours long to boot, but the results were 
worth it. Hayden:Speller can now account for 
every word that my Unix speller can, and 
that's excellent. There is a drastic increase 
in search time as Speller runs through the 
secondary dictionary (Speller doesn't seem to 
perform any compression on the secondary 
dictionary, since the size of that file is about 
the same size as the original text list 
entered), but after all, the purpose of a 
speller is to catch errors. If it's slow, well, 
so is a pot of fresh coffee, right? 

Most of my efforts could have been avoided 
if Speller would dump suspicious words 
directly to disk instead of to a printer, or if 
Speller could check more than 1,500 different 
words at once. In any case, my 48K custom 
dictionary (which can be easily converted 
back to a straight text file) is available to 
anyone who wants it. It's been placed in the 
public domain and is available on disk from 
the Ventura County Mac Club (805-499-2824). 

I hope Hayden will take notice and install an 
expanded dictionary so users don't have to. 

I'd also like to see Hayden make some of the 
improvements that I've suggested here, since 
the whole point of providing a customizing 
option in a spelling checker is to allow users 
to easily create a personal dictionary. S 
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This Month's Mailbag 

Copy II Mac, Dollars And Sense, MacLion 

I would like to comment on your review of 
Copy II Mac in Signal #20. I generally agreed 
with your analysis, but I found the MacTools 
module more useful than you did for copying. 

I have a tendency toward shuffling System 
files and Finders around, so I appreciated the 
piecemeal approach facilitated by MacTools. 

I'll inspect a protected disk to locate the 
copy protection file, choose Unprotect from 
MacTool's menu, then copy the application 
and the protection file to a second disk. 

Once the desired items are on the new disk, 
the copy protection files need to be toggled 
back to Protect, or the applications won't 


Laser Preview Edition $JM "This Leahs Neat!"-Steve Jebs 

~ m i p f c Find it FastF 

1VB CJ_ H I O Encyclopedic organization of Key Mac Articles from 


>nihi 9 Digest for Macintosh,™Enthusiasts Magazines, Newsletters, Trade Publications, and 
n Pest Office Box 2 ITS Newspapers. Summarized so you can get facts fast. 
| 4M/r , . _ . , a nnc/i "7 Original Reviews and Editorials complement citings. 

0 Huntington Beach CA 92647 K now where to go for details. Lists of User Groups. 

d y cdl VoSdU/IMlC 71 4/842-65 1 8 Periodicals, & Products help you TAKE ACTION NOW! 


work. That was how I set up Microsoft Word 
on each of my "data" disks, allowing me to 
have a nice 32IK System file full of fonts on 
the system disk. 

I noticed in Signal #21 that Monogram's 
Dollars and Sense is included in your 
Received, But Not Yet Reviewed column. I've 
had some experience with it that might be of 
interest. For the month of December and 
part of January, I spent untold hours entering 
income and expense data for the entire year 


Give your Macintosh the “Freedom of Speech”™ 



1 24 Hour Demonstration 

213-427-0178] 

From First Byte 

(offices: 213-595-7006) 


FastFinder™ 

*** The Experts Alternative*** 

FastFinder is: 

• An alternative desktop environment which completely 
replaces the Apple Finder on your disk. 

• A command-line oriented user-interface to the existing 
Macintosh Toolbox Operating System. All existing programs 
and files are compatible. 

• A Unix™-style "shell" for the Mac. Full Unix-style wild 
cards are supported. Functions similar to grep, wo, cmp 
cat, Is, included. 

• Runs with all hard disks, 126K/512K & Mac XL 

• Available Now: 1100. MC/VISA/COD 



Tardis 



Software 



2617 Sloat Road 
Pebble Beach, CA 
(406) 372-1722 
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of 1984. It was worth it. I think Dollars and 
Sense is a smooth and well-coordinated 
program, implemented for the most part to 
take advantage of the Mac environment. I 
was pleased at the number of keyboard 
commands available as an alternative to using 
the mouse, and the variety of searches 
available for locating a particular record. 

There are two things about Dollars and 
Sense that gripe me, and they both have to do 
with the reports. The first is the requirement 
that reports be "sent" either to the screen or 
the printer. It seems more Mac-like to 
display what you want to see printed, then 
choose Print from the menu and let 'er rip. 
That's not a major problem, though. The 
problem that seriously affects the utility of 
the program for me is the total rigidity of 
the report formats. The reports are 
well-designed in general, and there is an 
admirably large selection of useful report and 
graph formats. But what I would like to see 
is the capability of creating a MacWrite 
document from reports (and perhaps a 
MacPaint document from the graphs) for the 
freedom to pare unneeded parts, change font 
style and size, and generally tailor things to 
my preferences. That would make it possible 
for Dollars and Sense to produce customized, 
professional-looking reports that could be 
incorporated into a larger document. 

More recently, I've been putting in some 
time with the new MacLion database from 
Computer Software Design of Anaheim. So 
far, I've gotten through the 240 or so pages of 
the basic tutorial manual, but haven't yet 
delved into the other manual that deals with 
the built-in programming language called Leo. 
According to the vendor, MacLion will support 
a database up to almost two megabytes, soon 
to be upgraded to sixteen. I've heard it's 
appropriate to describe Leo as Forth-like, and 
that MacLion itself was written in Forth. In 
glancing over the Leo manual, I saw a section 
explaining reverse polish notation... I hope the 
vendor was right claiming that Leo is far 
easier than DBase II. Fortunately, there are 
appropriate Help screens for virtually every 
situation. 

I thought the tutorial was well-written, with 
only a couple of difficult spots, but there are 


a number of discrepancies between it and the 
program, and within itself. It's kind of shaggy 
around the edges, like a lion, and I got the 
overall impression of a need for polishing. 

There are inconsistencies within the program 
in how similar things are done in different 
places. For example, scrolling is done by / 
commands from the keyboard in some places, 
and by scroll bars in others. Cursor 
movement and editing is by < and > keyboard 
commands in some places, and by Cut, Paste, 
and Copy from a menu in another, which was 
the only MacLion menu to have the familiar 
keyboard command alternatives. Like Dollars 
and Sense, reports are "sent" either to the 
screen or the printer. Desk accessories are 
not accessible. MacLion is generally quite 
speedy, but when compiling an input screen or 
report format, MacLion is writing its own 
Forth code, and it can be very slow. 

I have had no previous experience with 
database programs, and I feel somewhat 
intimidated by the demands MacLion makes. 

I appreciate the apparent thoroughness of the 
tutorial, but wish there was more advice on 
the structuring of a multi-relation database, 
or a reference to a source of additional 
information on the subject. Perhaps 
unreasonably, the lack of knowledge about 
database structure has stymied me, for I've 
done nothing further with MacLion since 
finishing the tutorial. Maybe I'd better go 
through that tutorial once again as a 
refresher, and then dive into setting up a 
database... 

Douglas G. Miles, Ellensburg, WA 

Doesn't the Print Window menu option in 
Dollars and Sense provide the "view, then 
print" capability you're asking for? We tend 
to automatically cringe whenever exposed to 
anything having to do with reverse polish 
notation, which is a convenience for 
machines, not humans. -MG 

Word Can Do Banners 

Contrary to the claim in your review of 
Microsoft Word in Signal #22, I have enclosed 
a sample showing Word can do a banner 
headline across the tops of multiple columns 
on the same page. I can't take credit for it 
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though, since I had to write Microsoft for the 
technique. 

The banner is treated as a running head. 

First select the banner, then choose Format 
Running Head, answer the questions, and then 
set divisions (such as three columns per page) 
per your requirements. Be sure the top 
margin is large enough to meet the space 
requirements of the running head. 

David A. Newton, Upland, CA 

We've also heard about a few bugs, such as 
problems with decimal tabs, and the resetting 
of a file's creation date after a save. -MG 

Pixel Switch Available 

I've heard that Capitol Computer in 
Sacramento is selling a switch that lets you 
change the pixel aspect ratio on an XL back 
and forth between Lisa and Macintosh 
settings. Know anything about it? 

Ernie Bullock, Davis, CA 

The switch was invented by a former Capitol 
Computer employee who is how with Apple 
tech support. He sold the product rights to 
LisaVision of Redwood City, California, and 
that company has shipped about a hundred of 
the devices so far. The $79 circuit board and 
switch clip onto Lisa's video board and are 
intended for installation by dealers, but you 
can order it yourself by calling 800-538-8157 
(use 800-672-3470 in California), extension 
816. -MG 

Zapping Is Sometimes Preferred 

I largely agree with your assessment of 
Copy II Mac in Signal #20. A similar product 
is Mac Zap, from Micro Analyst in Austin. 

Both products will copy disks and to some 
degree examine and edit disks, but the two 
are aimed at different audiences. 

Mac Zap is aimed at a more technical user. 
The disk copy utilities seem almost incidental 
in Mac Zap, with RAM and disk block 
examination and editing being the major 
functions. 

The Mac Zap manual includes more 
information on disk structure and content than 
I have seen anywhere else except Inside 
Macintosh. I would rate their 51 page manual 



IDacTutor 


Uol. 1 No. 6 


The Macintosh Programming Journal 


Mag 1985 


AT LAST! 

A no-nonsense, no fluff Journal devoted 
to programming FDA the lilac, On the mac! 

Let IIlacTutor's™ editorial board teach gou 
the macintosh technologg of roindoros, 
quickdraiu, events, and resources. We 
have assembled a team of professionals 
to uncover and explain mac's secrets. 


Now featuring 
John Bogan on 
Modula-2 and 
Rndy Cohen on 
LISP. 



CHECK OUT OUA 
PAOGAAmminG 
STAFF AnD S1GA 
UP FOA IDacTutor™ 
DELIVEAED TO YOUA 
HOmE OA OFFICE 
EVEAYmOATH! 


Assemblg Lab bg David Smith 
C Workshop bg Bob Denng 


macBasic bg Dave Kelly 


IDacForth bg Joerg Langoiuski 


f\7| VES! I want to program 
my Macintosh! Send 
me a one year subscription. 

I enclose $24 US, $30 CRNRDR, 
OR $36 Ouerseas. 

IS* 


MacTutor™ 

P.0. Boh 846 
Placentia, Cfl 92670 




PLUS... Chief Wizard on Pascal 


NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: 
CITV, ST, Zip: _ 
PHONE: _L 


) 


FOR MORE INFO, CALL: (714) 993-9939 RSK FOR LRURR 


The Macintosh 
Office works. 



Our new XL/Serve™ software makes your Macintosh 
Office work today, by letting you share a Macintosh XL’s 
disk and printer with the rest of your AppleTalk network. 
Available now, direct from us or from your dealer. 

Infosphere 

4730 SW Macadam Ave. Portland, OR 97201 (503) 226-3620 

XL/Serve is a trademark of Infosphere. AppltfTalk and Macintosh are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 
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in the good to very good category. 

Mac Zap displays all 512 bytes when 
examining a disk block. MacTools only shows 
256, though in an easier to read, larger font. 
Mac Zap also keeps the twelve bytes of 
associated disk block tag data just a click 
away. 

All Mac Zap read and write operations 
include full error codes and even hints at 
what to do for some errors. Combined with 
the documentation, the user at least has a 
chance to correct the problem. For example, 
while Mac Zap won't normally copy itself, the 
information provided does allow one to figure 
out how to do it. Copy II Mac 1.02 will not 
produce a runable copy of Mac Zap using 
either the sector or bit copy modes. Mac Zap 
encodes a unique serial number, as well as 
some other gems, that apparently foil Copy II 
Mac. 

Besides reading, editing, and writing of disk 
blocks and RAM, Mac Zap supports searches 
of strings up to 2,048 bytes long on disk or in 
memory. Search results are returned as 
longwords containing a block number and 
relative location for disks, or as longword 
addresses for RAM. Disk comparisons require 
two drives. Mac Zap also includes a useful 
stand alone 512K disk copy utility very much 
like the standard 128K disk copier. 

The usual volume and file information is 
available as in MacTools, but Mac Zap goes a 
step further and also displays a map of 400 
allocation blocks. 

Locked, invisible, bundle, system and 
unprotected bits are easily toggled. You have 
to look for and edit other bits the hard way. 

Although the documentation lacks an 
explanation about it, you can set abnormal 
address and data markers, like those used in 
Apple's protection schemes. 

A file which has been deleted after being 
Trashed can still be recovered if no 
subsequent data has been written over the 
relevant blocks. Mac Zap's file recovery 
utility will show any missing resource or data 
blocks and give the user the option to abort a 
recovery at the proper points. 

Copy II Mac and MacTools are easier to use 
than Mac Zap, but less flexible and less 
powerful. In Mac Zap, track access, 


automatic setting of search limit parameters, 
and a better co-ordination of a file's resource 
and data forks could all use a little work. 

For a quick copy, I'd probably use Copy II 
Mac, but Mac Zap wins hands down for more 
serious use. I own and use both of them. 

Some companies go to great lengths for 
copy protection schemes. I don't like 
obtrusive, hassle-causing copy protection, and 
I hesitate buying copy protected software. 

The first crashed disk convinces even the 
unbelievers. Backups are vital for any 
software. 

Why don't more companies encode a serial 
number with no copy protection? The 
company then does have a way to determine 
the source of illegal copying, but doesn't 
hassle the registered owner. 

Mike Johnson, Trenton, OH 

Serialization makes mass production 
inconvenient, since each copy must be 
specially marked. It's also rather passive, 
doing nothing to actually make copying 
physically difficult. -MG 

Shareware Blues 

I'm enclosing a review copy of Disklnfo, my 
public domain desk accessory. While a lot of 
people like it (because it shows how much 
space and what files are on your disks, lets 
you delete files, and access scrapbooks on 
multiple disks), a lot of other people either 
don't like it or are too dishonest or lazy to 
send in their shareware fee. (At the MacWorld 
Expo, a speaker praised Disklnfo to a seminar 
crowd. He hasn't yet sent in any money...) 

Since we're a design house, not a marketing 
company, we'd prefer people obtain Disklnfo 
from their user group or from CompuServe. 

If they can't, then they can send $10, a disk, 
and a 390 SASE to Maitreya Design, Box 1480, 
Goleta, CA 93116. 

Sorry I missed the issue where you thought 
the phone book accessory was in the public 
domain. I think part of the problem is that 
there are fonts and accessories floating 
around that seem to be public domain but 
aren't. It's sometimes hard to indicate 
authorship of an accessory without being 
annoying. I really would prefer not to have 


8 









Public Domain Software (cheap) 

Games : Backgammon, Reversi, Missile Command, Space Invaders, 
Asteroids, Monopoly and more on two disks for $20. 

Fonts: Over 100 fonts including chess, Greek, Math, and music; PLUS 
programs to create your own fonts on five disks for $40. 

Desk Accessories: over 25 , including a calendar for $10. 

Terminal Programs: 5 terminal programs for $10. 

MacForth Files: including Backgammon and decompiler for $10. 
Programmer Utilities: XIisp, debuggers, diskpatch, editors for fonts, 
menus, resources, and more on 2 disk for $20. 

Miscellaneous Utilities: including banner-maker, 512K Ramdisk, 
Rolodex, and more on 2 disks for $20. 

Basic Programs: 3 disks incl. games, utilities and more for $28. 
Filevision Templates or Musicworks Songs $10 each 
Demonstration Disks $10 each: Dollars and $ense, Filevision, Factfinder, 
□desta Helix, MacManager, Micro-Imager, Thunderscan, MacVision, 
MacPublisher, Typing Intrigue, SmoothTalker and Videoworks. Try these 
programs before you spend your money. 

MacNews Update 

The Macintosh Newsletter 

Featuring the latest news about the Macintosh and reviews of the newest 
software. Issue # 4 will include reviews of MacPublisher, Megamax C, 
Microsoft Word and File, plus How To Program Menus In MS Basic 2.0. An 8 
issue subscription is only $15. A sample copy and a catalog of the 
MacNews Public Domain Software Library is $2. Send your order for 
MacNews and/or public domain software to 

MacNews Dept. SS, 1 10 Baldwin St., Fall River, MA 02720. For 
more information call Michael at (617)678-6282. 



22<t SPRING SPECIAL! 

Macintosh™ 

MAILING LISTS 


Over 14,000 users 
to choose from. 

(You can select who and where.) 


Our Spring special: 
Selection, rental, labeling 
AND mailing! 

Our complete processing service 
for only 220 per name! 


For more information, contact: 

Mail by Marianne 
1893 Nadina Street 
Seaside, CA 93955 

Macintosh is a trademark licensed to 
Apple Computer, Inc. 


FATTEN YOUR MAC 

$350 


Let's face it: the Apple Macintosh™ doesn't really shine 
until it has 512K RAM. A 128K Macintosh running 
MacWrite™ limits you to about 27,000 characters of text 
in memory. With a 512K "FatMac" you can edit approxi¬ 
mately 400,000 characters! Basic programmers get ten 
times more usable program memory. With programs such 
as OverVUE™, an in-memory data base, you'll have ten 
times the data space. 

FREE RAM DISK SOFTWARE 

Tired of waiting for your Mac to return from a lengthy 
disk access? Our upgrade includes special software that 
lets you use up to 316K of memory as a "RAM Disk." The 
Mac treats it as a lightning-fast disk drive—much faster 


than any hard disk, internal or external! Move the Sys¬ 
tem, the Finder, data, and application programs onto the 
RAM Disk and use the internal disk drive for storing addi¬ 
tional programs and saving data. 

WHAT WE DO 

When you send us your 128K Mac we remove its sixteen 
64K RAM chips and replace them with 256K RAMs. That, 
plus a few clever modifications, results in a 512K Apple 
Macintosh that's functionally and operationally identical 
to the upgrade from Apple. We also warranty the work 
for 90 days. In all fairness however, there is one big 
difference between our upgrade and Apple's: the price. 
Call or write today for more information. 


Apple, Macintosh and MacWrite are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. OverVUE is a trademark of ProVUE Development Corp. 

CENTa SYSTEMS, INC. 

5308 Derry Avenue, Suite C • Agoura Hills, CA 91301 • (818) 889-6246 
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to put a "guilt message" in the middle of 
Disklnfo. The initial release had it buried in 
the menu, where nobody saw it because they 
didn't know there was a menu, but I think 
that's better than Don Brown's Desk 
Accessory Mover, which is obnoxious by 
demanding I wait while it draws a screen. 

Incidentally, shareware doesn't seem to be a 
worthwhile way to go on the Mac. I really 
like the concept, since the user can try 
before buying, it's cheap, gets to market 
quickly (it took me eight days from back of 
envelope to released product), and the 
developer doesn't have to worry about 
marketing. But I estimate that fewer than 1% 
of the copies of Disklnfo have been paid for. 

If it were 10%, I'm sure I'd still be 
complaining, but at least I wouldn't be broke. 

David Dunham, Goleta, CA 

Font Editor Instructions Missing 
As you suggested in your reply to a letter 
in Signal #20, I got a copy of the font editor 
from a user group. Unfortunately, it didn't 
come with directions, and all that I've done 
with it so far is to crash my poor Mac. Font 
editing is trickier than I thought. 

Marge Nasta, Pittsburgh, PA 

Finding a crash-proof font editor is the tricky 
part. A number of user group newsletters 
have published instructions for using Apple's 
notoriously buggy font editor. One of the 
most complete font editor tutorials we've 
seen was written by Fred Huxham for the 
Berkeley Macintosh Users Group Spring 1985 
Newsletter (send $15 to 1442A Walnut St. 

#153, Berkeley, CA 94709, to join and receive 
a copy of that 118 page issue). Font editing 
can also be accomplished with the Resource 
Editor that has been shipped with recent 
versions of Apple's Software Supplement for 
developers. -MG 

MusicWorks Problems And Expensive Software 
I want to compliment Ned Raub for his 
comments about MusicWorks in Signal #22. 

I've had similar experiences with that 
software and went so far as to write the 
publisher about them. To date, I have 
received no reply. On the other hand, I wrote 


the makers of MusicType at the same time. I 
received a detailed answer, wrote the 
company another letter, and ordered and 
received their product, all while waiting for 
word about MusicWorks. 

As mentioned in the original Signal #20 
review, the printing produced by MusicWorks 
does not follow standard musical notation 
conventions very closely. Here are a few 
more problems you haven't already described: 

• The bass and treble clefs are too close 
together. 

• An atypical blank space follows the key 
signature if it doesn't contain the maximum 
number of sharps or flats. Very few pieces 
actually use the maximum. 

• A bar line always follows the meter sign. 
In real music, a bar line never follows the 
meter sign. 

• The meter sign (with its trailing bar line) 
is displayed at the beginning of each new line 
of music. That isn't done in real music. 

• Notes in one part of the printout 
overstrike notes and rests in another part. 
Note stems, flags, and rests can become 
tangled in an unreadable mess. Note beaming 
isn't provided, so the logic of the rhythmic 
organization is often concealed. If many 
rests are present, the rhythm patterns have a 
strange look about them. The result can be a 
pseudo-musical score, unreadable by even the 
most experienced musician. 

• If chords are involved, it is better to 
write out the music before entering it into 
MusicWorks. Since the printout is useless, 
the only reason for entering it on a Mac 
instead of playing it on a piano is to hear 
what the kazoo menu option sounds like. (It 
doesn't sound like a kazoo.) 

As a music "processor", MusicWorks is a 
toy, a curiosity which is generating a lot of 
uploads to CompuServe. It is riddled with 
misconceptions about music scoring. Since I 
own a bonafide copy, I asked the publisher for 
udpates in the event the company improves 
the score printing routines. In the meantime, 

I am using MusicWorks as an example of 
what-not-to-do in music graphics displays at 
the facility where I teach graduate students 
specialized programming techniques in music. 

I am also an author, and have been working 
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on a particular book for ten years. The book 
represents a lifetime of experience on the 
subject of identifying and applying musical 
thought processes. The book is full of ideas 
for a reader to consider. Is it just a "frozen 
display of data", as you called books in your 
response to Ned Raub? Not on your life. If 
the book gets published (in a much more 
competitive field than commercial software), 
it might bring $25 retail. There isn't a piece 
of software available that can do what this 
book does. It contains the basis for an 
effective expert system in music making. It 
is used to program humans to think, not 
machines. In fact, I am writing software to 
support some of its applications. Of the 
book's several hundred applications, software 
is available on the market to support perhaps 
a dozen of them, at $30 to $175 per disk with 
usually minimal documentation. 

Ned Raub is dead right. Software prices 
are too high relative to content, the effort 
that goes into its creation, and the impact of 
the product on the user. 

Kenneth R. Rumery, Flagstaff, AZ 

Just as apples shouldn't be priced in 
consideration of oranges, the same goes for 
software and books. We don't think you 
should try to make the pricing policies of one 
work for the other. Maybe software prices 
are high relative to content and effort, but 
that's not how software is priced. Software is 
priced according to what the market and the 
competition will bear. -MG Ef] 


Subscriber Interests 
And Activities 

Douglas G. Miles, Ellensburg, WA: Other than 
for delightedly writing lots of letters and 
essays, my Mac is helping me with apartment 
house operations. I have composed a rental 
agreement that not only looks professional, 
but is customized to my operation. Our rules 
lists and other communications with the 
tenants, such as memos and rent-raises, are 
enhanced by the Mac. I have been using 


PRINT T-SHIRTS 
ON YOUR 
COMPUTER! 


With the UNDERWARE RIBBON™ 
your printer makes dozens ot 
iron-on transfers. Print any 
image on plain paper, then 
iron it onto your own T-Shirt! 
Make T-Shirts for friends or as 
gifts. Available for the 
Apple Imagewriter, IBM, 

Epson, Okidata and Star 
Gemini dot matrix printers. 

Add five colors to any 
UNDERWARE RIBBON transfer 
with new UNDERWARE COLOR- 
PENS™. 

Suggested retail for the 
UNDERWARE RIBBON and 
UNDERWARE COLORPENS is 
$14.95 each. 



See your dealer or contact: 


UNDERWARE 

RII3I3CN 


Diversions, Inc. 

Dept. 40 

1550 Winding Way 
Belmont, CA 94002 

(415) 591-0660 



3 GREAT 
GAMES... 


Deduce 
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on 1 GREAT DISK! 


DEDUCE —get the whole family to help find the 
secret pattern... All ages can share in the fun! 
MANCALA (pits & pebbles)—easy to learn, but 
tough to beat. Mac gets better as you play! 
BACKGAMMON —beginner? Mac will help you 
learn the game. Expert? Look out! 

only $39.50-Your money back if not delighted 


ENTER THE BACKGAMMON 
TRIPLE PLAY-OFF! 

$4,000 EU 


TRIPLE 



PO Box 6354 SC 
Lafayette, IN 47903 
317+742-5369 


DETAILS ON THE 3-IN-ONE DISK. 
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Dollars and Sense and Multiplan to keep track 
of financial matters. 

John Grisham, Memphis, TN: I own a small 
photography studio and my Mac has come in 
very handy in doing my bookkeeping, customer 
lists and inventory. 

Wayne E. Thompson Sr., Raleigh, NC: I use 
my Mac in my real estate business for word 
processing and data storage. 

Noel McRae, Kelso, WA: I chose the Mac 
over other computers specifically to work on 
an English-Greek New Testament. I am using 
Philip Payne's great MacGreek font and am 
having a ball, though it is tedious work. My 
other interest is to eventually develop a 
search and rescue simulation program which 
could be both entertaining and educational. @ 


Odesta's Helix 
Arrives At Signal 

Odesta Corporation (3186 Doolittle Dr., 
Northbrook, IL 60062, 800-323-5423) has been 
advertising its Helix database management 
software for about a year before finally 
starting shipments a few months ago. We 
received a copy a few days before we went to 
press this month, giving us just enough time 
to slap a screen dump on this issue's cover 
and to do some preliminary playing with the 
product. What follows is a compilation of 
some of our initial impressions. 

We found that the Helix program, which needs 
512K of memory to execute, is a 258K file 
that gobbles up most of the space on a 
bootable disk. You really need an extra 
floppy drive or a hard disk if you expect to 
get any work done. You can't even use the 
Guided Tour disk that's supplied (with an 
audio cassette) unless you have an external 
floppy. We tried running the Tour on an XL 
after following the hard disk install 
instructions described in the user's guide 
supplement, but the Tour would only crash. 


We then skipped the Tour and tried the 
excellent sample databases provided on the 
"resource/work" disk. The examples are well 
done and show off a lot of Helix features, but 
they're designed for inspired users willing to 
do a lot of exploring and experimenting. The 
documentation really needs at least one 
step-by-step example that creates an 
application from scratch. We noticed a few 
minor icon name discrepancies between the 
demo files and the documentation, but nothing 
that was too confusing. 

We like the online help displays, especially 
the way they can be customized. Helix 
should be a great system for developers who 
want to create custom, vertical application 
packages. However, some features seemed 
too flexible, and are going to prevent the 
creation of locked, end-user-proof software. 
For example, the specifications that define a 
Selection window for entering or displaying 
data can be called up and changed at any 
time. That's great during development, but 
there should be a way to lock it and prevent 
changes after the application has been 
debugged. 

Helix does an automatic save every time the 
system is idle for about 30 seconds, but we 
found that feature distracting and annoying 
and wish there was an option to disable it. 

The program is so visually rich with icons and 
windows that it's initially very confusing, but 
we were surprised at how quickly we began to 
understand the system. Still, it's definitely 
not software than can be easily picked up by 
a casual user. While simple in concept, Helix 
is not straightforward. 

We noticed that it would be a lot easier to 
explore Helix, especially the sample 
databases, if its scroll bars would disable 
from grey to white (like the Finder), whenever 
there are no more icons to scroll into view. 
Exploring would also be easier if the 
packaging were a little simpler. Odesta 
succeeds in promoting a first-class image 
with their "imitation suede, silver-stamped, 
edge-stitched, inner-lined, chrome-cornered, 
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squeeze-operated, 18-ring binder" for storing 
the manual, three disks, cassette tape, errata 
sheets and note pad, but the binder is really 
kind of awkward to use. We recommend 
taking the manual out, fitting it with a 
plastic comb binding, and using it separately. 

We also noticed that, although the 
documentation uses green and black text, all 
the labeled illustrations of screen displays are 
in black, so the explanatory labels and arrows 
don't stand out from the illustrations. 

Helix appears so versatile, that it's going to 
take quite a bit of study to determine 
whether this $395 package should be preferred 
over the competition. In the meantime, we're 
being impressed by its flexibility, its 
apparently adequate speed, its novel 
icon-based approach to defining databases, 
and the fact that it hasn't crashed on us. 0 


Received, But Not 
Yet Reviewed 

This list is not compiled from press releases, 
but only from real products that have actually 
arrived at our office. 

Mighty Mac, a personal information manager 
and desk organizer for the Macintosh. $99, 
Advanced Logic Systems Inc., 1195 E. Arques 
Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94086, (408) 730-0307. 

UCSD Pascal, a compiler, editor, debugger and 
utilities for the Macintosh. $295, SofTech 
Microsystems Inc., 16875 W. Bernardo Dr., San 
Diego, CA 92127, (619) 451-1230. 

Mac Zap, utilities for manipulating Macintosh 
memory and disks. $60, Micro Analyst Inc., 
Box 15003, Austin, TX 78761, (512) 926-4527. 

Becoming a MacArtist, a book by Vahe 
Guzelimian. $17.95, ISBN 0-942386-80-9, 
Compute! Publications Inc., 324 W. Wendover 
Ave. #200, Greensboro, NC 27408, (919) 
275-9809. 


' NEW ! 3.5" TWIN PACK ONLY $8.00! ' 
B.A.S.F. DISKETTES! - $16.50 
3.5" DISKETTES-5 PER BOX 
VERBATIM 3.5“ DISKETTES- $35.95 

MEM0REX 3.5“ DISKETTES-$35.00 

3.5 " DISKETTES- 10 PER BOX 

RIBBON CARTRIDGES - ONLY $7.50 

$6.75 <?> (QTY.OF 6) $6.00 ® (QTY. OF 12) 

COLOR RIBBONS ADDITIONAL $2.00 EACH 

RIBBON REFILLS - $4.50 EACH! 

$4.00 <? (QTY. OF 6) $3.50 <?> (QTY. OF 1 2) 

FLIP N FILE II NOW ONLY $24.95 

WE NOW CARRY 500 COUNT PAPER! 

AVAILABLE IN 20LB BOND AND 25% RAG COTTON 

VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 

(NO EXTRA CHARGE.) 

FOR PRICE LIST & FREE PAPER SAMPLE VRITE: 

OPEN MON-FRI 
9AM-9PM 
(E.S.T.) 

PLACE ORDER BY CALLING (419) 227-7277 
_ _ / 


(SUPPLIES DIVISION ^ 

932 E. BLUELICK RD. 
vTIMA, OH. 45801 y 


5Dae= , iSfsmBSsff 

Macintosh Apple 
Macintosh ^ IBM pc 
Connection 

v* Move nii'iii |inijjiiiiii | i ti MiH iiiliiih and your Apple 

IprtBfll |j|||||l|||l||Mll|iii|)||l|||l|||lMji|__ 

^ Move jwjpl’plbeeiserifici; such a&TffordStar, 

B tyri te r,Ap p l eworks , Scr eenwriter;-" 

iter fad Macintosh. / ' ~- - 

i>Move-S¥LK, DlFand data files 4ap Macintosh and your 
Apple or IBM pc. 

v 0 Easy to use - GOfhplete instructions and diagrams for 
making connections via modem or by using the 
Mac into sh hriagewriter cable ajnd a serial i nterfa ce. 

v 0 Zprogram diskettes. One for the Macintosh and ope for 
yout AppleorfBM pc. 

v* Available NOWl 



$ 60 °° 


Includes both ProDOS and DOS 3.3 versions. 


We have been helping Apple owners move data 
for over 5 years with DATA CAPTURE® programs. 


Software designed with you in mind. 

Southeastern Software 

7743 Briarwood Drive ' 504/246-8438 

New Orleans, LA 70128 504/246-7937 
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Baron, a real estate simulation, Millionaire, a 
stock market simulation, and Tycoon, a 
commodity market simulation: three financial 
education games for the Macintosh. $59 
each, Blue Chip Software Inc., 6740 Eton Ave., 
Canoga Park, CA 91303, (818) 346-0730. 

Mac-Notes, a newsletter for developers. 
$60/six issues/year, Aegis Development Inc., 
2210 Wilshire Blvd. #277, Santa Monica, CA 
90403, (213) 306-0735. 

Consultant (pre-release version 1.016), Mac 
software to help "knowledge workers" use 
their whole brain to think and work more 
productively. $200, Organization Development 
Software Inc., 1605 S. Garden St., Palatine, IL 
60067, (312) 397-1684. 

QuickSet, a calendar/appointment book, note 
filer, financial and statistical calculator, desk 
directory/phone book and file encryptor for 
the Macintosh. EnterSet Inc., 410 Townsend 
St. #408, San Francisco, CA 94107, (415) 
543-7644. 


The Macintosh Buyer's Guide (Spring 1985), a 
quarterly directory of available products. $5 
($ 10/year), Redgate Publishing Co., 3381 
Ocean Dr., Vero Beach, FL 32963, (305) 
231-6904. 

P/C Privacy: Personal/Confidential, a tool for 
encrypting and decrypting Macintosh files. 

$95, MCTel, 3 Bala Plaza E. #505, Bala 
Cynwyd, PA 19004, (215) 668-0983. 

Professional Composer, a music editor and 
player for the Macintosh. $495, Mark of the 
Unicorn Inc., 222 3rd St., Cambridge, MA 
02142, (617) 576-2760. 

Turbocharger, memory cache software for 
speeding up the 512K Macintosh. $95, Nevins 
Microsystems Inc., 210 5th Ave., New York, 
NY 10010, (212) 563-1910. 

Macintosh Public Domain Software, a catalog 
of available disks. $1.95, The Public Domain 
Exchange, 673 Hermitage PI., San Jose, CA 
95134, (408) 942-0309. E 


FREE: A Semaphore Signal Subscription! 


Name 


Company _ 

Address _ 

City __ 

Country _ 

Telephone 


State/Province 
ZIP/Mail Code 


The above address is my: EE] residence EU business 


use the following: 

128K Mac □ 512K Mac 
Mac XL (Lisa/MacWorks) 
Lisa Desktop/Workshop 
J AppleTalk network 
] LaserWriter 


I am a Mac or Lisa: 
end user 
dealer 

software developer 

_hardware developer 

EJ OEM/rep/other 


Lisa or Mac serial 
number (required): 


EE] I am a Mac or Lisa user and my mailing address is in the USA. Send Signal at no charge. | My mailing label number: 
Signature ____ Date __ 


E] I am not a Mac or Lisa user or my mailing address is outside the USA, but please send me the next ten 
issues of Semaphore Signal. Enclosed is: □ $10 US (for subscribers in North America) 

E] $20 US (for subscribers outside of North America) 


Return this form and any payment to: Signal, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. 
Free subscription requests MUST answer all questions above. 
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Order Back Issues of Signal Today! 


Each back issue is $1 prepaid in North America, $2 elsewhere. 

Send your payment to Signal, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. 

Signal #1, June 1983: Welcome to Signal! • Why 7 x 9? • Where to Put that Profile • Pointers to Pascal • A Lisa 
Bug (or Feature?) • The Topology of Lisa Disks • 4 pages. 

Signal #2, July 1983: Shading a Rounded Region • Quote of the Month • Lisa Day: August 11th • Where to Plug that 
Printer • Are Passwords Possible? • A Programmer Cries Out • Establishing a Backup Library • 4 pages. 

Signal #3, August 1983: Report from the Castle • Credit Where Credit is Due • Quote of the Month • Fooling 

LisaWrite • Read Protects & Backspaces • Peanuts, Popcorn.. • 4 pages. 

Signal #4, September 1983: LisaWrite Wish List Part 1 • Lisa Prices Plummet • 4 pages. 

Signal #3, October 1983: LisaWrite Wish List Part 2 • AppleLisa Wants You • LisaCalc Tricks • 4 pages. 

Signal #6, November 1983: The Avoided Environment *1.4 Release Fixes LisaCalc • Why Didn't We Think of That? • 

A Big Retail Discount • More Reader Responses • Remember... • 4 pages. 

Signal #7, December 1983: What Will 1984 Bring? • Free Report on LisaProject • How to Lose a Document • Self- 
Service Gotcha • Our Christmas Wish List • 4 pages. 

Signal #8, January 1984: Mail From Our Readers • 4 pages. 

Signal #9, February 1984: Our Coverage Expands • Rotation by Reflection • Other Mac Publications • Workshop 

Editor Trick • LisaCalc Margin Waste • Mac vs. Lisa Design Details • Cleaning Up Endpoints • More Kudos for 
Lisa • How to Lose Preferences • Software Received • 8 pages. 

Signal #10, March 1984: Does Your DMP Need Speed? • Signal's Mac Arrives • Received: Art Department • This 
Month's Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Signal #11, April 1984: Mac Success Freezes Lisa • Free Another 17K of Disk • Can You Type A Robot? • Lisa 
Upgrade Ups and Downs • Art Dept. Correction • This Month's Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Signal #12, May 1984: User Groups Sprout • Toolkitters Organizing • Publish Your Macintosh Art • This Month's 
Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Signal #13, June 1984: Exploring the Macintosh Upgrade • To Shift Or Not To Shift: It's An Option • Where To 
Go To See Or Read More • How To Display Priam Whamos • Software Received: Habadex • MacWrite Can Send ASCII 
Files • Our Current Mac and Lisa Wish List • Incremental Backups Miss Workshop Files • Clear Your Desktop In 
Three Clicks • This Month's Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Signal #14, July 1984: Exploring Lisa's New Office System • Stanford Making Mac Development Tools • The Latest 
On Three Mac User Groups • This Month's Mailbag • 16 pages. 

Signal #13, August 1984: User Groups: Great Source of Software • Hardware Received: Tecmar's Mac Drive • 

ClickArt Fails To Impress Us • Mac-Jack Earns A Thumbs Up • Subscriber Interests And Activities • The Secret 
Lisa Service Mode • This Month's Mailbag • Habadex Back Again • Black and white reprint, 16 pages. 

Signal #16, September 1984: Priam's DataTower Arrives For Tests • This Month's Mailbag • More Notes On Tecmar's 
Mac Drive • Mouse Stampede Gets A Thumbs Up • Subscriber Interests And Activities • Received, But Not Yet 
Reviewed • Two More User Groups Check In • 16 pages. 

Signal #17, October 1984: This Month's Mailbag • Two Prototype Pokers Arrive • Subscriber Interests And 
Activities • Received, But Not Yet Reviewed • 16 pages. 

Signal #18, November 1984: An Encyclopedia Of Macintosh Faults • The Rest Of Our DataTower Findings • A 
Landlord's Tussle With Habadex • Are You Advertising On A Shoestring? • Macintosh Pascal Arrives At Signal • 

This Month's Mailbag • Received, But Not Yet Reviewed • 16 pages. 

Signal #19, December 1984: Seven Odds And Ends For Lisa Users • Club Notices And Newsletters • Subscriber 
Interests And Activities • This Month's Mailbag • Received, But Not Yet Reviewed • 16 pages. 

Signal #20, January 1985: A Contribution To Bach's Tricentennial • Quickly Unloading Lisa Folders • Subscriber 
Interests And Activities • Copy II Mac Earns A Thumbs Up • Still Advertising On A Shoestring? • MS-BASIC 
Finally Arrives At Signal • This Month's Mailbag • A Version Of Klondike Solitaire Surprises Us • 16 pages. 

Signal #21, February 1985: Should You Move Up To ThinkTank 512? • Received, But Not Yet Reviewed • This 
Issue's Cover • This Month's Mailbag • 16 pages. 

Signal #22, March 1985: Do You Need Microsoft Word? • Club Notices And Newsletters • Subscriber Interests And 
Activities • A Mac Product For Simple Profit Tests • This Month's Mailbag • Received, But Not Yet Reviewed • 

16 pages. 
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You can typeset 
MacPaint files! 



■lie'll output your MacPaint files 
to our digital phototypesetter 
with quality unriualed by your 
Imayeuiriter or any laser printer. 

Just send us your Macintosh™ diskette and we'll return crisp, 
high-resolution documents on photographic typesetting paper. 

We charge $925 to typeset one MacPaint file. There is no 
minimum charge or set-up charge. All images are typeset and 
returned to you within 72 hours after receipt of your diskette. 


This ad was composed in 
MacPaint and typeset 
directly from disk. 

Typeset your own MacPaint 
files and get high-resolution 
output for your manual, 
book, brochure, magazine, 
ad, newsletter... any time 
you deed perfect 
camera-ready copy. 
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APTOS POST 
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Use This Form To Order 


Vour name:_ 

Company name:. 
Street address: 
City:- 


State: 


Phone: ( 


) 


-Zip: 

Extension:. 


Total number of MacPaint files on disk:- 

□ NOTE: Disks should contain only files you ^ $9.95 

wish to typeset. Keep backups. Do not send Subtotal: - 

reusable disk mailers. We are not responsible for damaged or 
lost disks or data. Add $2 per disk for return postage outside 
North America. California residents must add 6.5^ sales tax:- 

Payment must be included. Total Enclosed: 


Mail to: Rptos Post Typography, Boh 910, Rptos, CB 95001 
Street Rddress: 8058 Ualencia Street, Rptos, CR 95005 

Phone (408) 688-7474 Macintosh is a trademark licensed to Apple Computer 






























































































































































